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Sunday Schedule 

8:15am Worship 

9:15 Fellowship 

9:30-10:15 Faith Education 

10:30am Worship 

~~~ 

Wednesday Schedule:   
5:30 - 6:45 Meal 

5:30 - 6:30—JAM Choir &  

Middle School Choir 

6:30 - 7:00—Worship  

7:00 - 8:00—Affirm 

7:15 - 8:45—Chancel Choir 

Nursery open from 5:30-7:15 

Communion served on first and 

third Wednesdays 

~~~ 

Inside this issue: 

ACE ............................................ p.2 

Calendar .................................... p.9 

Finance Report ........................ p.14 

Small Groups ........................... p.10 

And Much More! 

More information is available on 

the website: www.sjlcl.org 

 

Submit information by the 

15th of the month to: 

candy@sjlcl.org 

Friends, as you read this at the very beginning of April, we enter Holy Week: 

the week of the church year that is a literal spiritual-and-emotional rollercoast-

er. The cheers, cries and confusion of Palm Sunday.  The deep gift of pres-

ence despite all that lies ahead on Maundy Thursday. The challenge of keep-

ing vigil, watching as Jesus is crucified on Good Friday.  The unexpected, 

takes-your-breath-away joy of discovering the empty tomb on Easter.   

So that we might proclaim with a lump in our throats and tears in our eyes: 

Christ is Risen!  He is risen indeed! 

We get to the joy of Easter after having walked the road of 40 days in Lent.  

Together, we have intentionally walked deeper into the darkness, and discov-

ered a fuller depth of what God reveals to us in the Scriptures about the mag-

nitude and gift that is darkness.   

Perhaps now, for the month of April, for these first weeks of the season of 

Easter, we sit together at the moment of dawn: where darkness and light 

meet at the horizon of God’s next new thing. This moment of dawn is fleeting 

each day, but what a gift it can be to behold the both-and of the dawn: to 

awake, remembering both the joys and the challenge of the day and night 

before, while looking on to the promise of a new days and all its possibilities.  

Friends, this Easter – the season, not just the holiday – pay extra attention to 

the horizons: the places where things come together, where multiple experi-

ences meet, where seemingly opposites sit next to one another without 

threatening or cancelling out. Can Easter be an experience of dawn for us? 

Can Easter be for us – in the fullness of resurrection life – a time in which 

God is raising new life?  New life in creation. New life in communities. New 

life within our hearts, minds, and bodies?  

Easter Sunday is so full of joy: relief mingled with sorrow, hope born through 

fear.  Let us greet and hold Easter within us and between us this year as 

more than a singular day. Rather, as the liturgical calendar invites us to do, as 

a 40-day celebration of God’s promise and fulfillment of resurrection here and 

now!   

Or, to go even further, Martin Luther invites us to consider each and every 

Sunday as a “little Easter,” that each Sunday might be for us, a proclamation 

of the empty tomb.   

Let us walk into Easter together, with the same intention and mindful faith as 

we carried throughout Lent.  At church, in our homes and everywhere we 

might be, let us proclaim as people of faith that God is good, that Jesus has 

risen, and that a new day dawns!  

In Easter joy,  

Pastor Kim Kyllo  
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Adult Christian Education (ACE) in April 
 

Adult Christian Education (ACE) meets every Sunday between worship services in the sanctuary; weekly 

ACE sessions will also be available via livestream. ACE features a variety of topics, ideas, and questions of 

faith, inviting us deeper along the path of spiritual growth in our lives of faith. Pastors, congregation leaders, 

and outside speakers will lead us in exploring matters of faith in daily life.   

Our schedule for April is:  

April 2: No ACE - Palm Sunday & Pancake Breakfast 

April 9: No ACE - Easter 

April 16:  TBA 

April 23: Introducing St. John's Foundation, with Pastor Andy 

April 30: No ACE - Affirmation of Baptism Sunday 

 
 
 

Women's Small Group  
Interest Survey 

 

Watch the e-news and the sign-up table in the 

narthex for a Women's Small Group Interest Sur-

vey, which will become available starting  

Wednesday, April 12.  If you are a woman ages 

18 and up, we want to hear from you what kind of 

Women's Small Group or Women's Ministry 

events in which you might like to participate. The 

survey will be available from April 12 - May 14, 

both in paper copy on the sign-up table and online 

via e-blast.  

 

 

 

 

Coffee & Conversation at  
Highview Hills  

 

Pastor Kim hosts a monthly "Coffee & Conversa-

tion" at Highview Hills. This usually takes place on 

the 4th Thursday of every month at 2:00 pm. This 

month, due to a scheduling conflict, we meet 

on Thursday, April 13 at 2 pm at HVH.  St. 

John's members, friends and residents of HVH 

are welcome!   

Holy Week and Easter Schedule 

 

Palm Sunday, April 2 

Worship 8:15 and 10:30 with a 

Lenten Choir Cantata 

9:15-10:30am pancake breakfast 

 

Maundy Thursday,  April 6 

Worship with Communion 6:30pm 

The Service of the Upper Room 

 

Good Friday, April 7 

Good Friday Tenebrae Worship 6:30pm 

 

Easter Sunday April 9, 2023 

Worship with Communion 8:15 and 10:30 

Easter Egg Hunt—11:30am 

2  

For Your Information  

Worship at Winsor Plaza 
April 6 at 2 pm  

 
St. John's is now hosting a monthly worship service 

with Holy Communion in the community room at 

Winsor Plaza, held on the first Thursday of each 

month at 2 pm.  Come join us for worship!   

Used glasses needed! Donate your used glasses, including sunglasses and reading 
glasses, to the Lions club collection box here at St. John’s today! 



 3 

Music News 

Music concentrates our experience and enables us to share the spiritu-

al and emotional journey of Christ’s Passion with each other in a pro-

found way. On April 2nd, the readings and music will lead us through 

the triumphal entry out to the garden of Gethsemane. In this season, 

many churches feature extended musical works, settings of the Pas-

sion narrative, or more often settings of the Latin funeral liturgy. This 

year on Palm/Passion Sunday at St. John’s, the grandeur of “All Glory, 

Laud, and Honor” and special Hosannas from the Sunday School chil-

dren will give way to Requiem by Gabriel Fauré, an extended prayer 

for peace in a setting for choir, soloists (Nikki Walsh and Steve Sandberg) accompanied by strings, horns, 

harp, and organ. 

Maundy Thursday service of readings and hymns will bring us to the Upper Room for communion. Good Fri-

day our focus on the Passion narrative will be deepened through “Were You There,” “Beneath the Cross of 

Jesus” and several vocal solo offerings. Easter will incorporate joyful music from Latin America and the black 

gospel tradition as well as a piece by Steve Sandberg and my new concertato on our traditional opening 

hymn, “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” with St. John’s brass. 

Our experience of Midweek Lenten worship and fellowship has been enriched through Holden Evening Pray-

er. We will return in April to our shorter spoken service with more contemporary hymns. We look forward to 

hearing from the Middle School Choir in worship on Wed, April 12, and from the JAM Choir Sunday April 16. 

Ephesians 5: 18b–19 – Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and 

songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord.  

Dennis Friesen-Carper, Director of Music 

Congregation NEWS from the Youth Office 
Thank you for your continued support of our youth! Thank you for supporting our Butter Braid Sale! All of the 

proceeds help support our summer campers! We have 43 Luther Crest Bible Campers and 16 youth going 

on our Mission Trip to Alabama.  These experiences are so important for young people to grow in faith and 

often are some of the most memorable experiences in their faith lives. We have one last event to support 

our campers:  

 

Plan Ahead for the Annual Compost Sale 
Our youth who are attending summer camps, mission trips and programs are hosting a SPRING COMPOST 

SALE!  Each 20 pound bag of compost is sold for $4.00 and our youth programs will receive $3.50 of each 

bag sold! Another option is you can bring your own container and make us an offer. THIS IS AN EXCEL-

LENT FUNDRAISER! 

 

Please order ahead or come to our sale: 

Saturday morning, May 20 from 9:00am-11:00am  

Sunday, May 21st from 11:00am-2:00pm 

Please come and get fantastic compost for your garden and 

planters! 

 

To order: Please fill out the online form or pick 

up a paper form in the narthex: Enter your 

name, email and how many 20 pound bags of 

compost you would like.  

https://forms.gle/FZdurYcjyJHJZ73H7     Compost Sale 

https://forms.gle/FZdurYcjyJHJZ73H7
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online form or pick up a paper 

form in the narthex: Enter your 

name, email and how many 20-

pound bags of compost you 

would like.  

Palm Sunday  

Breakfast:  
Palm Sunday Pancake Break-

fast April 2nd from 9:15am-

10:30am 

• Buttermilk Pancakes and 

gluten free pancakes 

• Special toppings: syrup, 

whipped cream, berries, 

butter, sprinkles 

• Sausage Links and Bacon 

• Juice, milk, coffee 

• Special activities to cele-

brate this special day: Sun-

day School Kids will be 

singing at worship, Palm 

Branch crafts  

• Pick up resources for Holy 

Week 

 

Fun Facts about 

Camps and Mission 

trips:  
• 43 St. John’s students are 

going to Luther Crest Bi-

ble Camp in Alexandria, 

MN. 

• 15 St. John’s youth are 

going to Bayou La Batre, 

Alabama for our Youth-

works Mission Trip.  

• $699.00 is the cost for a 

week of Bible Camp, 

$750.00 for mission trip.  

• $200.00 is our goal to raise 

for each student to reduce 

their tuition cost of camp.  

• $200.00 is each student’s 

goal to raise through indi-

vidual sales in their com-

munity. (Selling Butter 

Braids to neighbors, family 

and friends)  

 

What works?  

Model of 3 investment 

(family+church+community) 

 

Why go?  We know that most 

adult faith leaders, church goers 

attended camp in their childhood. 

It is one of the most impactful 

faith experiences one can experi-

ence in a lifetime.  

 
Sunday School NEWS 
Our Sunday School has been 

busy learning about this time of 

Lent, we have been exploring 

more ways Jesus taught us to 

live a life of faith.  Our Lenten 

Gardens are growing, each week 

students have been taking home 

something to add to their garden.  

Please note: Sunday School 

kids will sing Palm Sunday, 

April 2. 

 

Summer Stretch:   

Summer Stretch is a program for 

Upper Elementary and Middle 

Schoolers (students entering 

Grades 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 in Fall 

2023) to put their faith in action 

and be the light of Christ through 

reflection of the Word of God and 

participation in service projects 

for the greater community fol-

lowed by afternoon adventures 

with friends. Yes, friends are wel-

come as participants and lead-

ers! 

Congregation NEWS 

Thank you for your continued 

support of our youth! Thank 

you for supporting our Butter 

Braid Sale! All of the proceeds 

help support our summer 

campers! We have 43 Luther 

Crest Bible Campers and 16 

youth going on our Mission Trip 

to Alabama.  These experienc-

es are so important for young 

people to grow in faith and of-

ten are some of the most mem-

orable experiences in their faith 

lives. We have one last event 

to support our campers:  

 

Compost Sale:  
Our youth who are attending 

summer camps, mission trips 

and programs are hosting a 

SPRING COMPOST 

SALE!  Each 20-pound bag of 

compost is sold for $4.00 and 

our youth programs will receive 

$3.50 of each bag sold! Anoth-

er option is you can bring your 

own container and make us an 

offer. THIS IS AN EXCELLENT 

FUNDRAISER! 

Please order ahead or come to 

our sale: 

Saturday morning, May 20 from 

9:00am-11:00am  

Sunday, May 21st from 

11:00am-2:00pm 

Please come and get fantastic 

compost for your garden and 

planters! 

To order: Please fill out the 

Children, Youth and Family News   

4  

Compost Sale 
Online Form 
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Students who will be in 9th, 

10th, 11th and 12th grade in the 

fall of 2023 can apply to be 

small group guides and adult 

chaperones will be welcomed. 

 

Dates and Details:  

Dates will be-June 21, June 28, 

July 12 and July 19 and Valley 

Fair August 9 

 

Time: 9:00am-4:30pm drop off 

and pick up at St. John's Luther-

an Church front doors. We will 

generally do service projects in 

the morning and fun adventures 

in the afternoon. 

 

Cost: $30.00 a day  

 

Transportation: We will be tak-

ing a school bus to and from all 

of the activities 

 

Activities: Conquer Ninja 

Gyms, Windy Willow, Vertical 

Endeavors, Forestville Mystery 

Caves, Valley Fair 

 

Service Partners: Majestic 

farms horse therapy, Arc Value 

Village, Feed My Starving Chil-

dren, 360 communities, High 

View Hills 

Contact Amanda 

Boe amanda@sjlcl.org    

 

Summer Stretch Registration 

Link: https://forms.gle/

hwnpGBAwZRpPzDf16 

 
 

Sum-

mer 

Garden Club!  

Our Youth Garden Club has be-

come an inspiring place to gath-

er, learn and come closer to our 

faith. High School, Middle 

School youth and Senior Gar-

den Mentors make up this 

amazing intergenerational 

group. We meet on Wednesday 

nights at 5:00pm. This group 

fulfills service hours for Affirm 

and NHS because everything 

grown will be donated to people 

in need of fresh produce. Con-

tact amanda@sjlcl.org for more 

information or visit our website 

at sjlcl.org  

Register now: https://

forms.gle/1qcCsfZRF8z8Vi3i9 

We will begin 

meeting Mid-May 

There is a place 

for you in the gar-

den!  

Contact amanda@sjlcl.org for 
more information.  

Thrivent Action Teams  

Twice a year, any person who has 

a Thrivent Account can apply for a 

$250.00 Thrivent Action Team 

grant to benefit service oriented 

activities. These funds can be 

used to purchase the materials 

needed for a service project. 

Please contact Candy or Amanda 

if you would like to sponsor one of 

our service projects with your 

Thrivent Dollars. Our youth have a 

heart for service, please help us 

continue to offer more projects like 

these in the future.  

Easter Egg Hunt  

Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sun-
day, April 9, 11:30am following 
the second service. All kids are 
welcome to bring a basket and 
be ready for some fun!  

If weather doesn’t cooperate, 
we will be in the Fellowship 
Hall.  

mailto:amanda@sjlcl.org
https://forms.gle/hwnpGBAwZRpPzDf16
https://forms.gle/hwnpGBAwZRpPzDf16
mailto:amanda@sjlcl.org
mailto:amanda@sjlcl.org
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Affirm NEWS 

What a great year 
of Affirm we've 
had togeth-
er!  During this 
final month of our 
Wednesday night 
program year, Af-
firm focuses on 
ending well, with one final night of 
Service Blitz, year-end reflections, 
and a final celebration back out-
doors around bonfires, complete 
with s'mores of epic proportions! A 
big THANK YOU to all of our small 
group leaders and parents who 
have helped make this year a won-
derful success.   
 
Affirm Calendar for April: 
 
• April 5 - No Affirm:  
Participate in Holy Week Worship 
Services (see worship schedule) 
 
• April 12 - Service Blitz 
Visit to Lakeville Police  
Department 
 
• April 19 - Year-End  
Reflections in Small Groups 
 
• April 26 - Fellowship  
Bonfires w/ S'mores 
 

Affirmation of Baptism  
Sunday:  

April 30, 2023 
 

At the 10:30 am worship on April 
30, our 9th graders will celebrate 
affirming their baptismal faith, sur-
rounded and supported by parents, 
sponsors, family, and our whole 
congregation.  
 
Join us for this milestone Sunday!  

Affirm/Ablaze Living Well Service Blitz! 

 

We had 80 of our Affirm and Ablaze students assemble freezer 

meals for our service partner, Living Well Disability Services.  We 

made 36 meals in one hour and then delivered the meals to local 

Living Well homes in the area.  We made two different types of 

meals, Pizza Ravioli and Taco Tator-Tot Hotdish!  

This event was made possible and successful with the support of 
our wonderful small group leaders and parent volunteers. As well as 
a donation of a Thrivent Action Card. 

 

 

6  
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Attention High School Seniors! 

“God in My Life” Scholarship Opportunity 

 
The Compassion Team has three $500 Scholarships which will be awarded to active St. John's Mem-
bers who will be pursuing a post-secondary education.  If you are interested in this scholarship oppor-
tunity, please submit the following by April 30th: 
 
1.  A one-page essay entitled "God In My Life".  The essay should be submitted as a Word document 
to pastorandy@sjlcl.org.  
 
2. A copy of an original file of your graduation photo.  If you didn't have graduation photos taken, please 
submit a clear copy of a recent photo of yourself.  Please submit either photo as a .jpg 
 
3. Your contact information including: your email address; phone number; 
parent's email and phone number; your college's name and the mailing ad-
dress for the college. 
 
The Compassion Team will review all submitted essays and select the 3 
scholarship recipients.  The recipients of the scholarships will be announced 
on Sunday, June 4th.  Students' essays and senior pictures will be shared 
with the congregation in the June newsletter.   
 

Congratulations to our First Communion 

Families who reached this special faith mile-

stone on March 26. 

 

On Sunday afternoons in February and 

March, we had 22 students and their families 

participate in First Communion Classes. Each 

class has a theme and focus that includes a 

“hands on activity: cup making, bread  

making, cup glazing.   

 

We learn about the Last Supper, the Passo-

ver meal, Martin Luther’s catechism and how 

to take communion in various meaningful 

ways.   

 

A special part of this Faith Milestone Class is 

a long tradition of making special communion 

cups for students and parents to take their 

First Communion on this special day. Rollie 

and Phil Brandt have led our cup making and 

cup glazing class segments for 24 years!  We 

are very appreciative of their contributions to 

this class!  

First Communion at St. John’s 

mailto:pastorandy@sjlcl.org
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Creating a Culture of Generosity 

8  

Global Missions Team News 
 

Lenten Banks 

An  annual Lenten staple at St. John’s, the Global Missions Team have 

handed out paper banks to take home and fill during Lent. Banks are 

available now. This fundraiser sends all proceeds to our companion 

church in Muhanga, Tanzania, East Africa. Funds this year are specifical-

ly targeted at a Clean Water Project in the village. Please fill your bank 

with coins and/or other cash or check (if check, make payable to St. 

John’s Lutheran Church and put “Lenten Bank” on the memo line). You 

can drop your banks off in the rain barrel in the sanctuary any Sunday 

during Lent you are in church. Thank you for participating in this im-

portant project again this year. All banks are due back by Easter Sunday, Apr. 9. After Easter, we 

will report the result of this fundraiser!  for the people of Muhanga. 

 

When I was asked to write a piece for the April journal, I thought “oh man” how can I possibly tie all 

my thoughts together during this special season, like: “all for the glory of God”, “God in my life” and 

the Easter season, specifically the triumph over death. It is hard to think about beautiful flowers and 

warm weather with all the snow outside so I have to keep telling myself, “spring is coming”. We are 

preparing for Jesus’ triumph over death, just like we are preparing for spring, and we all can’t wait.  

 

I look at this time of year as a renewal of mind, body and 

spirit. The flowers grow, Jesus rises from the dead, we all 

come out of our houses from the long winter and then my 

mind is clearer and happier. It’s time to start anew. We all 

have so much to be thankful for, so I challenge everyone 

to look for God in every situation during your day, whether 

it is big or small and remember that all we do is done for 

the glory of God. I look forward to spending this Easter 

season with all of you. 

 

Christie Wright and the Gratitude and Generosity Team 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

   

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

8:15am Palm Sunday 

Worship/Cantata 

9:15am Pancake Break-

fast 

10:30am Palm Sunday 

Worship/Cantata 

 

3 

7pm Scout Troops 

4 

7am Men’s fellow-

ship 

10:00am Staff 

Meeting 

6:30 Membership 

Team Meeting 

6pm Mary Circle 

6:30PM Grief Group 

5 

9:30 Hannah Circle 

 

No Wednesday 

evening  

Programming 

6 

9am Paper Crafters 

2pm Worship at 

Winsor  Plaza 

6:30pm Maundy 

Thursday Worship 

7 

6:30pm 

Good Friday 

Tenebrae  

Worship 

8 

 

9 Easter Sunday 

8:15am  

Worship/Communion 

10: 30am 

Worship/Communion 

11:30 Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Return Lenten Banks 

10 

7pm Scout Troops 

11 

7am Men’s fellow-

ship 

8:30am Global Mis-

sions Team Meeting 

10:00am Staff 

Meeting 

6:00pm Finance 

Team Meeting 

6:30PM Grief Group 

7pm CYF Team 

12 

See Wed Schedule 

below 

13 

9am Quilters 

11am Kingsley 

Shores Worship 

2pm Coffee and  

Conversations at 

HVH 

7pm Empty Nest 

Small Group 

14 

 

 

15 

 

16 

8:15am Worship 

9:15am Fellowship 

Sunday School, A.C.E., 

“Parenting Littles” 

small group 

10: 30am Worship 

 

17 

7pm Scout Troops 

18 

7am Men’s fellow-

ship 

10:00am Staff 

Meeting 

10:00am More Than 

Just Lunch Small Grp 

6:30PM Grief Group 

19 

See Wed Schedule 

below 

  

20 

9am Quilters 

3pm Loaves and 

Fishes 

 

 

21 

Davis/Riehl 

wedding  

rehearsal 

22 

Malynda Davis/

Nathan Riehle 

Wedding 

23 

8:15am  Worship 

9:15am Fellowship 

Sunday School, ACE 

10: 30am Worship 

24 

7pm Scout Troops 

25 

7am Men’s fellow-

ship 

10:00am Staff 

Meeting 

6:30PM Grief Group 

6:30 pm Council 

26 

See Wed Schedule 

below 

27 

9am Stitchers 

3:30pm Dementia 

Caregivers Support 

Group 

28 

 

 

12pm Spiritual 

Practices Small 

Group 

29 

30 

8:15am  Worship/

Communion 

9:15am Fellowship 

Sunday School, ACE 

10: 30am Worship/ 

Communion/

Affirmation of Baptism 

Scholarship Deadline 

      Wednesday Schedule:   
5:30 - 6:30—JAM Choir & 

Middle School Choir 

5:30 - 6:30—Supper 

6:30 - 7:00—Worship  

7:00 - 8:00—Affirm/Ablaze 

7:15 - 8:45—Chancel Choir 

Nursery open from 5:30-7:15 
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Small Group Ministry 
Connect. Grow. Belong.  

 

St. John's offers a variety of small groups to include 

people of all walks, ages, and experiences of life. 

Check out our current small group offerings and 

consider getting connected with one or more of 

these vibrant activities of relationship and faith.  

 

Spiritual Practices Small Group  

Facilitator: Pastor Kim Kyllo 

Meets: the last Friday of every month from 12-1 

pm  

Encounter, practice, and reflect to-

gether with others on a variety of 

spiritual practices, including for-

giveness, contemplative prayer, sab-

bath, gratitude, deep listening, and 

more. Join us April 28th at 

noon as we ex-

plore the spiritual practice   

of Praying in Color.  Sign up 

here or by contacting Pastor 

Kim.  

 

 

"More Than Just Lunch" Small Group  

Facilitator: Ginger Gustafson  

Meets: Once/month on Tuesdays  

Where: A variety of locations, each to be an-

nounced in advance 

 

If you would like to participate in a monthly outing 

with your church friends, experiencing a variety of 

unique places to have lunch and entertainment, 

then this is the small group for you!  

Meets Next on April 18th to journey to the newly 

remodeled Mason Jar in Eagan. We will meet at 

church at 11:00 for a short drive to the Mason Jar. 

Small Group Ministry 

Hopefully, there will be some input into places you 

would like to travel to now that the weather is 

more agreeable. There have been a number of 

suggestions which we can discuss.  

 

Join us as we dine together, and have fun and fel-

lowship, and plan the next few gatherings!  Please 

indicate your transportation needs when you sign 

up.  

 

Sign up at church or by calling the church office.  

 

"Empty Nest" Small Group 

 “An empty nest does NOT mean an empty life” 

 

Co-Facilitators: Dan & Elisa Brown  

When:  The second Thursday of the month at 

7:00pm-8pm; this group meets next April 13 

Where: St. John's  

 

Remember the ECFE classes you went to as a 

new parent?  Wishing there was something like 

that for the empty nest phase of life?  Well, wish 

no more!!  Whether you are about to become, just 

became, or have been an empty nester for a 

while, the Empty Nest Small Group is for you!! 

This group will be a place of discussion, support 

and friendship for everyone thinking about the 

empty nest phase of life.  We would love to have 

you join us! 

If you have questions or would like more infor-

mation, please contact Elisa 

Brown at elisa@sjlcl.org or text to 

952-221-4849 

Sign up via this QR code or by       

  calling the church office.  

 

 

 

 

"Parenting Littles" Small Group 

 

Co-Facilitators: Amanda Boe & Pastor Kim Kyllo 

When: 2nd Sunday of each month during Sunday 

School however with Easter on that Sunday we 

will meet instead on April 16 

Where: St. John's  

Spiritual Practices 
QR Code 

Empty Nest 
QR Code 

10  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNBZcJRdG7v8gclQNFuAMD8b4FyycNRbUskFOSuE8NNvJ3_Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNBZcJRdG7v8gclQNFuAMD8b4FyycNRbUskFOSuE8NNvJ3_Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:elisa@sjlcl.org
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Meets: 4th Thursdays of every month at 9 

am; Meets next April 27 

Where: St. John's 

Knitters create Confirmation stoles, baptismal blan-

kets, and prayer shawls.  Come when you can; 

leave when you must! 

 

Mary Circle Small Group  

Facilitator: Jackie Knauff 

Meets: 1st Tuesday of every month at 8:30 

am; Meets next April 4th 

Where: Cracker Barrel, Lakeville 

Mary Circle is a Women's Bible Study, with fellow-

ship and treats, open to women of all ages and 

backgrounds. 

 

Hannah Circle Small Group  

Facilitator: Ruth Weber 

Meets: 1st Wednesdays of every month at 9:30 

am; Meets next April 5 

Where: St. John's 

Hannah Circle is a Women's Bible Study, with fel-

lowship and treats, open to women of all ages and 

backgrounds. 

Tend to your own spiritual and emotional wellbeing, 

gathering with other parents of 

littles to share joys, struggles, 

best-practices, and support 

one another in this unpredicta-

ble yet beautiful task of raising 

children with faith and for faith.  

Sign up via QR code or by calling the church office.  

 

Dementia Caregivers Support Group 

Facilitators: Pastor Kim Kyllo & Lo-

la Amendt (of Highview Hills)  

Meets: Once/month, 3:30-4:30 pm 

on the 4th Thursday of each 

month; meets next April 27. 

Where: Highview Hills  

Right now, millions of Americans 

face the devastation of Alzheimer's. 

The disease is robbing us of our families, our fu-

tures, and our finances. If you are a family member 

or caregiver to someone experiencing Alzheimer's 

disease, join us for this small group, where you'll 

find an open environment for sharing feelings, 

thoughts, and experiences to better cope with and 

manage the shared problems of dementia. St. 

John's and Highview Hills are partnering to provide 

emotional, social, and educational support to care-

givers. This group is open to anyone in our commu-

nity.  No RSVP; simply show up as you are availa-

ble.  

 

Paper Crafters Small Group 

Facilitator: Jackie Knauf 

Meets: 1st Thursday of every month at 9 am - 2 

pm; Meets next April 6 

Where: St. John's 

The Paper Crafters Small Group makes cards to 

send to congregation members.  Come when you 

can; leave when you must! 

Quilters Small Group  

Facilitator: Ruth Weber  

Meets: 2nd and 3rd Thursdays of every month at 9 

am; Meets next April 13 & 20 

Where: St. John's 

The Quilters Small Group sews and assembles 

quilts to be donated.  Come when you can; leave 

when you must! 

 

Stitchers Small Group  

Facilitator: Kathy Ziller 

Parenting Littles  
QR Code 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 
 
Prayer chain participants desired 
If you would like to be part of St. John's Prayer 

Chain, new members to this team are desired.  You 

can participate on an email team or on a phone 

team.  Please contact Candy in the church office at 

952-469-4916, if interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

Synod Assembly voting members needed 

St. John's has openings for three St. John's mem-

bers to serve as Voting Members to this year's St. 

Paul Area Synod Assembly, Sat., May 13, 9:00 am - 

2:45 pm, at St. Andrew's Lutheran Church, 

Mahtomedi.  Call Candy in the church office at 952-

469-4916, if you are willing to serve in this important 

way.  If you have any questions about this role, 

please contact one of the pastors. 
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Loaves and Fishes Community Meal 

We have a serving opportunity at Loaves and Fish-

es on Thursday, April 20 at Easter by the Lake at 

Cliff and Pilot Knob Road.  

Loaves and Fishes provides free, chef prepared 

meals that are prepared and packaged in to-go 

containers for you to take home or deliver to oth-

ers. Volunteer to help us cook and serve meals. 

To sign up, please contact Kathy at  612-414-

5073, kmcomer72@gmail.com or  

Sign up  on this link now. https://

www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B0F4AA8AC29AAF49-loaves  

Thank you for serving! 

Notes from the Finance Office: 
 
 
Pink envelopes in April support “God In My Life 

Scholarships.” These scholarships are given each 

year to graduating St. John’s seniors. The scholar-

ship application information is available on p. 7. 

 

There are pink envelopes 

included in your quarterly 

envelope packets and in the 

pews.  You also could write 

“pink envelopes” on the 

memo line of your check 

and drop it in the offering 

plate. 

 

Save the Date:  

June 4, High School Senior breakfast and worship.  

Letters with more information have been sent to all of our seniors,  

please contact Amanda or Pastor Andy for more information. 

Opportunities to serve 

We would love your help filling up our acolyte and crucifer spots for our Sunday morning worship services.  

 

A crucifer (cross bearer) carries the cross into worship at the beginning of worship and carries it out at the 

end of worship. This is an important part of our worship service at St. John’s because bringing the cross in 

signifies a special and intentional invitation to Christ to come into our worship experience. 

 

An acolyte lights the candles at the beginning of worship on each side of the alter and then dims them at the 

end of worship. This brings extra light into our sanctuary, bringing special significance to the light of Christ 

among us. In faith, light can also represent hope, peace, and God's promise. As an acolyte you get to remind 

all of us that Jesus brings that to us every day. 

 

When volunteering for these positions, you arrive 10 minutes before worship begins (8:05am and 

10:20am) and then check in with the worship coordinator or Amanda at the welcome desk to walk you 

through all you need to know.  

 

Jesus empowers us to lead, and these are some of the opportunities you and your children 

have to lead us in faith during worship! If you would like to help us out and fill up these spots, 

please fill out the sign-up genius link or contact the church office.  

 12 
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Celebrating the Wedding of  
Malynda Davis & Nathan Riehle  

 
 

St. John's will be celebrat-

ing the wedding of our 

Children's Music Director, 

Malynda Davis to Nathan 

Riehle on Saturday, April 

22nd.  We pray for a 

blessed wedding day and 

marriage for Malynda and 

Nathan!  

St. John’s receives many messages of thanks. Here are a few recent ones. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 

We at the Open Door greatly appreciate your recent financial contribution. 

Generous donors have allowed us to expand our programs and more than 

double the amount of clients that we serve. Thank you for your support of our 

mission to address the ever growing need for healthy food. 

Gordy Lesch, Development Committee 

Dear St. John’s   

Thank you for putting the services online. 

Carol Lattery 

Dear St. John’s 

Thank you for your gifts given to your synod, received by ELCA World Hunger in November. Your generos-

ity is getting at the root causes of hunger and poverty in over 60 countries, including the United States. It is 

providing access to clean water, health care, agriculture, livestock, education, and peace and justice.  

Through your gifts, you are joining with the whole church as we work toward a just world where all are fed. 

Jesus was born to reign in us forever. Now you are inviting countless others into his gracious kingdom. 

Thank you.  

Amanda White, Director, Congregational Generosity New Members Welcome! 

Do you know someone who is interested in 

membership? We are accepting new member 

requests every week.  Anyone can become a 

member by logging into www.sjlcl.org and go-

ing to the “About” page and clicking on “I’m 

New.”  There you can find general information 

about St. John’s and complete a registration 

form. Twice per year we welcome new mem-

bers to St. John’s with an orientation session 

over lunch and hold a new member recogni-

tion in worship.  If you have any questions or 

need more information you can contact the 

church office. 

 

The next new member Sunday is planned for 

June 25, with the orientation and lunch set for 

June 11 at 11:15am.   

Dear St. John’s 

Thank you for all you do for all of us! St. John’s  

online worship is a blessing for us. 

God Bless you. 

Ann Lien, Char Torgrimson and Lois Morphew 

http://www.sjlcl.org
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The Ministry Finance Team presents this Financial Performance Report (“FPR”) for February 2023 to the 

Saint John’s Lutheran Church Congregation and St. John’s Lutheran Church Council.  

 

For 2023, St. John’s continues to build on 2022 progress with in-person worship, and successful indoor pro-

grams. We continue to expand the reach of St. John’s to new audiences, helping to fulfill our Mission. 

 

While 2023 is less than ¼ complete, General Fund revenues were slightly above budget for the month of Feb-

ruary. Consistent with our updated budget planning, monthly allocations of Budgeted Revenues have been 

adjusted to reflect actual historic revenue flows. Expenses for the month were right on budget. General Fund 

financial results for February 2023 were adjusted by applying some of the accumulated PPP funds, which are 

a one-time source of funds, to reduce the cashflow deficit.  

 

Remember, it’s never too late to prayerfully consider signing up to provide regular financial gifts, contribu-

tions, and support to St. John’s. 2023 is proving to be a challenging year as our spiritual and numerical 

growth may get ahead of our financial support. The more funds the Congregation can provide to help St. 

John’ ongoing ministry work, the longer the PPP funds will last, which will help us meet the needs of the Con-

gregation. There are many ways you may support St. John’s financially. You can: 

 

Contribute when you worship at Church 

Text “Give” to 218.210.7853  

Go to Tithely.com and set up an account or log in 

 

If you have questions about setting up an electronic giving account, contact the Church office and we’ll get 

you all the information and assistance you need to support St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

 

 

General Fund Report 
For February 2023:  

• Offering revenue was $40,881 which is 1% above budget for the month 

• General Fund revenues & transfers were $47,832, which is 2% over budget for the month 

• General Fund expenses were $51,160, which is at budget for the month 

• General Fund net operating performance was a negative $3,328 for February 

Excluding PPP funds (a one-time funding source), net operating performance was a negative $8,828 for 

February 

 

Full Year 2023: 

• General Fund revenue is $95,409 which is 2% above budget for the year 

• General Fund expenses are $104,036, which is 2% above budget for the year 

• General Fund actual net performance compared to Budget is a positive $100 for 2023 year to date 

General Fund cash position at February 28, 2023 has decreased by $8,267 since January 1, 2023 with 

PPP allocation (a one-time funding source) and decreased by $19,267 without PPP allocation 

 

Comments & Observations: 

February financial results were close to budgeted amounts. Our goal when there is a monthly cash shortfall is 

to allocate accumulated funds to sustain the programs we offer the congregation, visitors, and the community 

at large. We have done that in both January and February this year. 

Ministry Finance Report 
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Expenses were close to budgeted levels as most Ministry Teams spent less than their budget. showing con-

tinued prudent conservation of financial resources. The exception for February was the expense for snow re-

moval, which is of course due to the substantial snowfall received in February. With the storms in early 

March, it is anticipated that snow removal will be a material expense to be reported next month as well. Even 

with these expenditures, we are well below the full year budget for snow removal. 

 

The Ministry Finance Team will continue to monitor how actual financial results compare to budgeted 

amounts. We will keep the Council and Congregation informed of future developments.  

 

Benevolence Fund Report 
 

The Benevolence Fund is allocated a portion (8%) of total offering revenues and all benevolence contribu-

tions from dedicated contributions. Benevolence Fund expenditures are distributed periodically according to 

need and the amounts available from the Benevolence Fund.  

 

For February 2023: 

• Benevolence Fund allocations and revenue received is $3,555 for February 2023, which is 10% over 

budget for the month 

• Other Benevolence income contributed a $2,381 for February 2023, which is 90% over budget 

Benevolence Fund distributions for February 2023 were $4,403 which is 28% over budget for February 2023. 

 

The 2023 Benevolence fund is in good financial shape to respond to St. John’s and larger community needs 

in 2023. It’s still early in the year and Benevolence distributions are typically made later in the year as funding 

needs are identified and approved. 

 

Building Fund Report 
 

Comments and Observations: 

For the first two months of 2023, the building fund experienced a shortfall. The accumulated funds from 2022 

and prior accumulate funds will be kept in the Mortgage account and available to pay any future shortfall in 

building fund revenues. We have approximately 6 months of mortgage payment reserves built up to secure 

the mortgage payment, meaning St. John’s is in strong shape for the Building fund. 

 

Ministry Finance Team Members and How to Get Finance Questions Answered : 

The members of the Ministry Finance Team are always available and willing to answer any financial related 

questions or provide information about the financial operations of St. John’s. Contact the Church office to be 

put in touch with a Ministry Finance Team member or if you see Mark Gelle, Mike Sobota, Lisa Drogemul-

ler, Andy Schultz, Brad Paulson, Mark Renze or Treasurer Barry Fick, don’t hesitate to talk with them for 

additional information. We thank you for your ongoing financial support and encourage you to remain faithful 

in your giving as the year continues and we all experience new challenges. 

For February 2023: 

 

• Building Fund revenues were  $  9,658 

• Building Fund expenses were  $10,094 

 Building Fund Net is:         $  (436) 

Full Year 2023: 

 

• Building Fund Revenue is   $18,464 

• Building Fund expense is   $20,188 

 Building Fund net is:     $ (1,721) 



 16 

NON-PROFIT ORG

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 5

LAKEVILLE MN

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
April 2023 Newsletter  
20165 Heath Ave 
Lakeville, MN 55044 
                  ***** 
 

 

 

St. John's VBS 2023 "Stellar"!! 

  

June 12 – 15, 2023 from 9am-12pm 

for kids aged 4 - kids who have completed 

Grade 4 

   

To register click on the QR code, select 

"Participant Registration", and fill in the 

required information on the form. 

  

Want to volunteer for VBS? 

You can sign up too! Just follow the same 

VBS QR code link and select, "Volunteer 

Registration" and fill in the required infor-

mation on the form.  

  

Questions? Contact Elisa 

Brown elisa@sjlcl.org or call  

952-221-4849 

Registration is now open for Vacation Bible School 

mailto:elisa@sjlcl.org

